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Request 
for 

Continued Examination (RCE) 
Transmittal 

Address to: 
Mail Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
.Alexandria, VA 2231^1450 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



09/992,211 



November 1B, 2001 



Peter Bonuttl 



3731 



Miches! Thaler 



780^02-003-2 



This Is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1 .114 of the abova-identiftetf application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to any utility or plant apportion filed prior to June 8, 
_199S, or to any deaipn application. See Instruction Sheet for RCEs (not to be submitted to the USPTO) on paae 2 . 



^ [Submission required under 37 CFR l.^jjl Note; if the rce \* P m pH r any pn^^^^d ^^n^ nnf1 

amendments enclosed with the RCe wfll be entered In the Order in Which they were filed unless appfteant instarrfs otherwise, ir 
applicant doee not wish to have any previously filed unentered amendments) entered, applicant must request non-entry of such 
amendment(s). 



□ 



0 



Previously submitted. If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendments filed after the final Office action may be 
considered as a Submission even If this bote is not checked. 



□ Consider the arguments In the appeal Brief or Rely Brief previously filed on 
LH Other 



iii. Q Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 
* □ Other 



Enclosed 

Amendment/Reply 
ii f Q Affida^gy Declaratlon<sJ 

| Miscellaneous] 

j — j Suspension of action on the above-identified application Is requested under 37 CFR 1.1 03(c) for a 

Di | I utrrer 

ROOKSr— J&W5007 500601 09992211 

Fe&S I The HCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed. 



3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.17(13 required) 



ipOrl The Director is hereby authorized to Charge the following fees, or credit any overpayments, to 
bCi Deposit Account No. 500601 

[/] RCE fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(e) $385.00 

in Extension of time fee (37 CFR T.1 38 ana 1,17) 

[/I Other Additional Claims $54.00 



□ 
□ 



Check In the amount of 5 



_enclosed 



Payment by credit caro" (Form PTO-203A endosed) 

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card Information anould not 
he included on this form. Provide credit card Information end authorization on PTO-2038. 



SIGNATURE OP APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED 



Registration No. (Attorney/Agent) | 43300 



November 14. 2003 



CSRTfFfCA TE OF MAJUNQ OR TRANSMISSION 



I hereby certify that this coneapondetKe ft (Ming deposited with (he Unrtod States Postal Service with Sufficient postage as first cfass mail In en envelope 
ftddreasGd Mai; Stop RCE, Ciimmli^oiwfejpaterite, P. O. Box 1aSD, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450 or bestmito tranamrtted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office on the date shown below, 



Name (PrmtfTypQ) 



Dinah Fuented 




Signature 

This collection dT Information require^ by 37 CFR 1,114. The /formation Is required to obtain or retain a banafn by the public which to to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) art application. Confldentionty 0Ov*med by 33 122 end 37 CFR rw. This collection id estimated to take 13 mirtutee to oorralefe. tndudinfl 

gathering, preperlnB, end submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time Will very depending upon the individual case. Any ccrnrnents On the 
amount of Ume you require to complete mis form end/w suggestion to reducing thta burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. U.S. Department Of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, DO NOT SEND FE6S OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADOR5SS, SEND TO: Mail stop RCE, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1 450. 

ff you need assistance in completing the form, can 1-8Q0-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

NOV 1 4 2003 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant(s): P. Bonutti and J. Hawkins 

Application No.: 09/992,211 

Filed: November 16, 2001 

For: EXPANDABLE CANNULA. 




Continuation No. 7013 
Attorney Docket No: 1%Q-K^1^Z-2^T^ 
Group Art Unit: 3731 //—^O^ 
Examiner: M. Thaler 



SUBMISSION UNDER 37 C.F.R, S LI 14 



Mail Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA. 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R §1.114 Applicants hereby submit the following response to 
the Office Action mailed September 11, 2003. 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to: 
Fax #703-305-3590 
COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313 
ATTENTION Examiner M. Thaler 



On November 14,2003 



Dinah Fuentcg ^ 



Name of Person Transmitting Facsimile Signature Person Tran.«5mitting FacsSfilc 
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